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BIVALVIAN TRIPTYCH: BIVALVE SEASHELLS OF WESTERN SOUTH AMERICA 
 

Paul Valentich-Scott1, Eugene V. Coan1 and Diego G. Zelaya2 
 

1Santa Barbara Museum of Natural History, 2559 Puesta del Sol Road, Santa Barbara, California 93105, 
USA; pvscott@sbnature2.org; genecoan@gmail.com 

2Dpto. Biodiversidad y Biología Experimental Facultad de Ciencias Exactas y Naturales – UBA Ciudad 
Universitaria, Pab. 2, 4to piso, lab. 31 C1428EHA - Capital Federal Argentina; dzelaya@bg.fcen.uba.ar  

 
The marine bivalve mollusks from Arctic Alaska, U.S.A., to northern Perú have been the subject of our 
two previously published books. We have begun research on a third eastern Pacific Ocean bivalve 
monograph, to be entitled Bivalve Seashells of Western South America. The study region originates at 
Punta Aguja, Piura, Perú (5.8°S), and continues south to the southern tip of Isla Chiloé, Los Lagos, Chile 
(43.4°S). As with the previous monographs, we will cover species that occur from the intertidal zone to 
the deep sea. 
As we have reviewed the literature for the Perú-Chile Province, we have noted a marked decrease in 
bivalve diversity compared with similar northern latitudes. In the Alaskan, Oregonian and Californian 
Provinces, we have documented over 470 bivalve species, in the Panamic Province 892 species, whereas 
we currently only have records for 217 species from the Perú-Chile Province. The decrease in the number 
of species present in the southern region may be a function of under-sampling, or may represent a much 
lower diversity, or a combination of both factors.  
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