FIELD KEY TO LIVE COMMON WEST COAST OCTOPUSES:
1. Generally deeper than 500 feet...................................................................go to 2    

 Generally shallower than 500 feet..................................................................go to 4

2. Body gelatinous, arms short, 1 row of suckers...............................Opisthoteuthis
californiana
   Body not gelatinous, 2 rows of suckers.........................................................go to 3

3. Body covered with low relief tubercles, greenish-yellow skin....Octopus californicus*

   Body smooth, skin fold running around body, ink not         
                produced....................................................................................Benthoctopus leioderma
4. Generally found Monterey northward............................................................go to 5

   Generally found Monterey southward**...........................................................go to 6

5. Small (to 200 g), 3 "eyelashes" under each eye, 2 white spots  in front of eyes, body       papillae pointed and cylindrical ..................................................Octopus rubescens
   Large (to 70 kg), no "eyelashes" under eyes, 1 white spot  centrally located in front of     the eyes which makes an equilateral triangle with the eyes, a white streak in the skin       from each eye to the base of the 2nd arm on each side, body papillae flat and paddle-like, has longitudinal wrinkles along mantle..................Enteroctopus dofleini          

6. Has a dark blue ocellus (“eyespot”) below each eye between bases of 2nd and 3rd         arms................................................................................................................go to 7

   Ocelli absent, tiny (to 20 g), lives in kelp holdfasts................Octopus micropyrsus
7. Iridescent blue ring of ocellus chain-like, eggs large, benthonic larvae, most      commonly lives on mudflats, black ink............................Octopus bimaculoides
    Iridescent blue ring of ocellus with radiating spokes, eggs small, planktonic larvae,       generally lives on rocks, brown ink......................................Octopus bimaculatus
* O. californicus may be found as shallow as 250 feet.

** Note: both E. dofleini and O. rubescens are found south of Monterey, but in deeper water
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